Kingston Philharmonia: Covid rehearsal protocol for Thames Ditton Community Centre, Jan 22
This protocol is designed to keep you and other members safe. It reflects December’s Plan B
regulations, current advice from Making Music and the requirements of the hall hirer. It is not possible
to remove all risks and the decision whether to attend is yours. At the rehearsal, it is the responsibility
of each one of us to ensure our safety including through hand sanitising, wearing face masks and
social distancing. We reserve the right to ask anyone not following the protocol to leave.
Venue: Thames Ditton Centre for the Community | Surrey Information Point Mercer Close, Thames

Ditton, KT7 0BS. Please arrive from 7.30 in time for a 7.45pm start. It is currently compulsory to
wear a face mask to enter community centres. Enter by the main door and use the hand sanitiser.
Although the hall should be cleaned daily, others will use it before us so regular hand sanitising is
advisable. Note we will lock the front door at 7.45 pm and check it at 8pm for latecomers. We will
finish by 10pm. Getting there: Car parking is available outside the hall. It is about 10 minutes’ walk
from Thames Ditton station. Please follow the regulations in place for public transport to get there.
Do not come if: you have any Covid symptoms or any symptoms that could be related to a
respiratory illness such as a cold or ‘flu; if you or someone you have close contact with has tested
positive; if you have been told to self-isolate; or if you have had a recent positive lateral flow test.
We ask everyone attending to take a lateral flow test in the 24 hours prior to attending each
rehearsal. They can be ordered via the NHS online portal or collected from a local pharmacy. Tell us
if you test positive following a rehearsal as we may have to inform those in close contact.
Mask wearing: Mask wearing in community centres is required under Plan B, (unless you are
medically exempt). Because Omicron is so transmissible we encourage you to wear your mask to
throughout the rehearsal, apart from wind/brass/conductor while rehearsing.
Social distancing: Please keep an appropriate social distance (one metre suggested) at all times
including breaks.
You must bring a music stand for you to use individually. Please note that there will be NO sharing
of stands, music parts or other kit allowed. We are planning to have individual parts for each player.
Wind/brass should leave parts in the folder at the end of the rehearsal if you will not be there the
following week. We have sent the imslp links for personal practice.
Seating: There will be a general seating plan. Please go to your seat with your case and leave it
underneath your seat. Those with larger cases, (lower strings, brass), can store them at the edges of
the smaller hall by the kitchen. Please bring antiseptic wipes if you want to wipe down your chair.
Liquid/condensation from brass and wind instruments: We are asking wind and brass players to
bring a towel/similar to catch any liquid/condensation. Please do not let it go onto the floor.
Ventilation: The Centre requires us to keep the upper windows open. The hall will be ventilated
before the rehearsal and after every 30-40 minutes/so of playing. Please bring pegs for your music
stand to secure parts so that they do not blow off during this. Wrap up well to accommodate this.
Refreshments: We will not be providing refreshments for the main break in the rehearsal again this
term. Bring your own with you and mop up any spills. Please keep social distance during the breaks.
Toilets: Please ensure there are no more than two people are in the toilets at a time.
At the end of the rehearsal, pack your case, fold and stack your chair and leave by the main exit
ensuring social distance. Take any rubbish you have created with you.

